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i ie will be neceflary, before the reader enters on 
this little Tra¢t, that he be acquainted with the 
means whereby it fell into my hands, and the rea- 
fons why I have prefumed to fend it into the world. 
Of the firft, the following letter, from my worthy and 
much-efteemed friend, will fufficiently inform him: 
and my fincere defire of doing all the good poffible 
within my little fphere, will, I truft, fatisfy him al- 
fo in the latter. There appears to me fo true a {pi- 
rit of Chriftianity breathing through the whole, fo 
concife, and, at the fame time, fo regular a difplay of 
our duty, that I muft confefs I could be glad it was 
in the hands of every Chriftian; fince, from my own 
experience, (the beft way of judging), I can well an- 
{wer for its advantages. And I cannot help recom- 
mending it to the ferious notice of all good and pi- 
ous perfons; earneftly requefting of them, as they, 
on a perufal, fhall fee and feel its ufefulnefs, that 
they would endeavour to difperfe it abroad; and fo 
render it, under the HIGH AND HOLY Ong, if he 
thinks good, an inftrument to {pread his faith, and 
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hildren. . This will 
principal defign 1 in my be- 
- and I thould ill difcharge 
if I failed in the per- 
fingle -requeft of his, 1 truft the 
candid reader will excufe any expreffions in‘his let- 
ter which the freedom of fuch a correfpondence may 
well juftify, chats in the eye of the public, it may 
vanity in me to fend them abroad: but 


to encreafe the number of his c 
appear to have been the 
nevolent correfpondent 

" our mutual love, 


appear Hie 
unwilling, in any refpect, (nay, not efteeming myfelf 


juftifiable fhould I do it), to alter any fingle exprel- 
fion in this kind epiftle, 1 here fubjoin it exactly 


from his own copy. 


My de ear Friend, 


Have, agreeable to your kind requelt, fent you 
aie three letters, which I fear have been 
little entertaining, and {carcely deferving your notice, 
did not your love for me make them welcome, and, 
as es are pleafed to fay, render even a word ae 
me delightful. J thank you for your tender c 
cern; and, believe me, my heart is no lefs warm to 
you, aad no lefs tranfported, when my thoughts at 
fixed upon you: and when, my dear friend, ae 
the fun yet bene me, during his daily courfe, for- 
getful of you? I have indeed a much nobler object 
for my efteem and contemplation ; and fhould won- 
der, didI forget him who hath enabled me to con- 
that objet; a thought, which 
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as it always fills me with the greateft joy, fo does 
it caufe me to look on you with the higheft venera- 
tion. And furely it is net to be admired, that we 
hold thofe in the truett refpect, who have dragged 
us from darknefs to fight, who have prevented us 
from falling into the pit of deftraction, and made 
us heirs of that hope, which pointeth to immorta 
lity! Such, as the nobleft benefactors, certainly me- 
rit the greateft reverence; and the gratitude which }s 
due to ae being founded on eternity, like eternity, 
will never end. Wonder not, that I am infenfibly 
fallen into thefe thoughts, which, you will object to 
me, are the conftant topics of all my letters; and 
of courfe, fo often repeated, muft cither grow te- 
dious, or found like flattery: but on my word this is 
not the cafe; I was drawn into fuch reflections by 
the fubject, or, I fhould rather fay, occafion of my 
prefent letter: for among the many other pleafures 
which you have made me capable of enjoying, itis 
not the leaft, that I have been able to read and relith, 
with great fatisfaction, the little Manufcript which 
I truft you receive with this. It is, in my opinion, a 
valuable treafure, a rich gem, which, when polith- 
ed under your hands, may, and will, I doubt not, 
fhine in your nation, and do great good in the fer- 
vice of Gop. For I fend it not to’ you, my dear 
friend, folely as a curiofity, or for your own emo- 
lument and advantage ;—its contents are no fecret to 
you:—but I fend it, that you may difperfe it among 
the people, if you judge it proper and worthy; tranf- 


lating it from the Greek, for which I know not any 
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one better capacitated than yourfelf: and as lam af- 
fured you have not any great veneration for deftroy- 
ing your time in hard gueffes after disfigured antiqui- 
ty, I take the liberty to refer you, with my _beft 
compliments, to my very learned friend Dr * * *, 
for the explaining, or rather unriddling, fuch paflages 
as time hath obliterated in this ancient manufcript. 
The manner of its falling into my hands, had fome- 
thing extraordinary and particular in it. You may re- 
member, I determined, on my departure from Eng- 
land, to vifit the iflands of the Egean-fea, once fo 
celebrated in claffic flory; and once too (fome of 
them) bleft with the glorious light of the gofpel,; 
though now—unhappy change !—involved in night, 
and buried in worfe than darknefs. I had already vi- 
fited fome, which are at prefent nothing but barren 
rocks, and uncultivated fands ; and can you wonder 
that I had an inclination to tread on that foil, where 
the bleffed feet of the beloved St John once trode, 
and to fee that defert Patmos, to which the favourite 
of our Lorp. was banifhed? Surely no: to fay the 
truth, [longed ardently, and with an uncommon defire, 
to {ee that place, where, amidft all the labours of the 
mines, his fon] was fo filled with fpiritual comforts, 
as to look up into the heaven of heavens, and to com- 
pofe that divine and glorious book of Revelations: 
and the longings of my foul were accomplifhed. But 
oh! my friend, the fragility of human blifs, to which 
all things are ever more pleafing in expectation than 
enjoyment :—a lively hint, as you happily obferved, 
of the immortality of our fouls :—for. when, with 
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preat difficulty, I had gained the fhore, what was 
there to infufe one pleafing idea, what to fill the foul 
with one chearing reflection? barren rocks and drea- 
ry fands furrounding, and the whole ifland wearing 
the face of mifery and depopulation. However, I was 
determined to take a furvey of the ifland, as is always 
my cuftom ; and, with three attendants from the fhip, 
I afcended a lofty rock, for the exacter view of the 
place. But how unexpectedly and agreeably was I 
{urprized, at feeing three or four homely cots at the 
bottom in a very pleafant valley, fhaded with tall 
pine-trees, and watered with a fine chryftal rivulet! 
As there feemed nothing to fear, and as my curiofity 
was greatly raifed, I refolved to poftpone my draught 
of the ifland, that I might haften to inform mylelf 
of the ftate and quality of the inhabitants below. 
Throwing our carbines, therefore, over our arms, we 
walked. leifurely. down to the valley; in which we 
had no fooner entered, than calling aloud, and put- 
ting ourfelves in a pofture of defence, we waited for 
areply, or for the appearance of fome of the in- 
habitants. When behold—from the higheft fhed, 
which yet was fo low as to teach us, in Shakefpear’s 
fine language, to adore and bow to holy ofice ; when, 
I fay, from the middle of the higheft fhed, out 
walked the moft venerable and auguft figure I ever 
beheld. On his appearance we immediately grounded 
our arms, and bowed with the greateft refpect. He 
returned our compliment in a moft graceful manner, 
and advanced with a flow and compofed air towards 
us. His head. was filvered over with locks white as 
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the mountain fhow; and his long graceful beard wag 
of the fame pur wre his countenance was open, 
though ee invitingly chearful, though, at the 
fame. time, majeftically grave: he had on a browa 
long robe, fandals on his feet, and in his hand a 
{croll, on which he feemed to have been meditating, 
when difturbed by our unexpected approach. I ad- 
dreffed him, in the moft courteous manner I was able, 
in Latin, in French, in Englifh, Spanifh and Por- 
tuguefe: to all which he replied only in modern and 
ancient Greek; informing me (as I could with dif- 
ficulty underftand) that they and the Hebrew were 
the only languages he knew. Oh how then did I 


regret the lofs of not being able to converfe in the 


Greek tongue! a language, “which though 1 can read 
tolerably well, yet never having learned it asa living 
language, or as if it was intended for me to exprefs 
my thoughts in it, I found here the great defect of 
my own as well as our country’s education, that we 
are tiple of thel languages folely from books, and 
not as if we were defigned ever to ufe them our- 
felves.—The good man (for fuch I immediately con- 
ceived him to be) exprefled much -uneafinefs that we 
could not converfe together; however, he invited us 
tohis little cot, and feating us on a turfy feat, which 
he had made around it, gave me to underftand, by 
repeating his words frequently over, that, for the pro- 
feffion of Chriftianity, to which he had been amaz- 
ingly converted, by cafually meeting with the New 
Teftament, he had been banifhed wren his native 
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country, after having fuffered many and grievous 
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torments there; and placed on this ifland with fome 
few neceffaries of life, where he had now fpent a 
whole year in the utmoft felicity ; the adoration of 
his Gop being almoft his whole employ, fave the 
little labour of procuring food ; the holy {criptures, 
which hehad kept with him, his conftant medita- 
tion; and the contemplation of his dying Redeemer’s 
love, a fource of never-ending happinefs, a fountain 
of unexhaufted peace and joy !—I offered, by figns, 
and in the beft manner I was able, to redeem him 
from this banifhment, and bring him back to the 
world: for which he bowed and thanked me; but 
gave me tounderftand, that he was perfectly contented 
here: neither would he, on any account, change his 
fituation, fince he was free from every temptation, 
and affured that the time of his diffolution drew 
nigh, for which it was now his only bufinefs to pre- 
pare. But he added, That our vifit might not be 
altogether fruitlefs, as he could not help thinking it 
the hand of providence which direéted us hither, 
where fcarce ever Chriftian now fet foot, (for that 
we were Chriftians we had informed him on our firft 
appearance, he making figns for us fo to do),—he 
would blefs us with a gift, which he held in the 
higheft eftimation, and which he would by no means 
part with, unlefs we would promife to fpread and 
difperfe it for the good of mankind ; and’ which he 
himfelf prized fo extremely, as to have got the whole 
by heart, and daily to repeat, for its godly edification 
and comfort. Which faying, he prefented me with 


that very Manu/cript, which 1 truft you now poflels ; 
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telling me, that on the back of the fcroll he him- 
felfhad written, in the Greek language, (the language 
of the treatife), a: fhort. account of the wonderful 
manner of his finding it, and a prayer to the Giver 
of all good gifts, to thower down his bleffings upon 
it, and to make it profperous and fubfervient to the 
welfare of many. A long time was fpent in this con: 
verfation, on account of the great difficulty which 
we had to underftand each other: and new, to my 
very great diffatisfaction, a fignal was given from 
the fhip for our return, which my companions were 
anxioufly folicitous to obey, having been tired with 
fitting fo long mute, and fearing to be left on this 
Jone ifland, with the venerable anchorite, whom I 
could fcarce find in my heart to leave; and never (to 
fay truth) did I feel fuch pain in parting with any 
one, fave yourfelf. Very willingly could I have con- 
tinued a much longer time; but another fignal, and 
the urgent importunity of my companions, prevent- 
ed this: taking therefore my fcroll, and embracing the 
excellent man, who fhed tears on me and my friends, 
and lifting up his eyes to heaven, commended us to 
the divine grace, I departed in filent forrow, and 
made to the fhip with all poffible expedition. 

You cannot wonder that I was anxious to read the 
manufcript: but indeed my pleafure was greatly in- 
terrupted at firft, by feveral fmall defects in it, and 
by the want of {kill in reading manufcript Greek : 
however, at length, by frequent perufals, I have 
conquered all difficulties, and read it not only with fa- 
tisfaction, but with comfort to my foul; and find 
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the whole. myftery of redemption and fpiritual life, 
excellently and clearly fet forth.—But why do I fay 
this to you, or why dare to anticipate your judge- 
ment? To you Irecommend it, for the fake of my 
venerable friend, and in compliance with his requeft; 
for my own fake alfo, and for yours; but, moft of 
all, for the fake of thofe who defire to believe and 
be faved! I truft therefore you will tranflate it from 
the Greek andI doubt not of feeing it in the hands 
of moft of my countrymen, when again I kifs my 
native foil, and enjoy the pleafures of your beloved 
converfation.. Lam, @c. &e. 


Such is the Letter of my Friend, which I received 
with this excellent Tract. and as‘I think myfelf 
bound to comply with every defire of his, I have 
endeavoured to do it all the juftice I am able, in the 
tranflation, It has been almoft impoffible for me to 
avoid indulging conjectures concerning the author of 
it; with which it would be as ufelefs as unentertain- 
ing to trouble the reader: for there being no date 
orname, all can be but conje€ture: and it matters 
little by whom a treatife is written, fo be the work 
itfelf is good and profitable: nay, of what confequence 
is it to us, whether this was the produce of the third, 
fourth, or feventeenth century? what can antiquity 
really add to its price, or length of days to its value? 
its Own native fimplicity, clearnefs, and order, would, 
in my opinion, fufficiently recominend it, were it 
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the mere work of a modern divine, were it only the 
produétion of the prefent age. 

The reader cannot but obferve, how exattly it 
conduéts his fteps into the right paths, and points 
out genuine Chriflianity. To have confirmed almoft 
every paragtaph of it by the facred fcriptures, would 
have been a very eafy matter: but this I have omit- 
ted, leaving it, as 4 matter of great improvement, to 
the readers ; humbly and earneftly recommending it 
to each one of them, as a means to render ‘this little 
work truly advantageous, that they would, wher 
confidering the importance of its doétrines, diligent- 
ly fearch the fcriptures, whether thefe things are fo. 

As Iam certain the good and fincere Chriftian will 
receive and welcome thefe paffages, with joy and glad 
nefs; fo let me truft, they will prove inftrumental 
to the falvation of fome, who fhall read merely thro’ 
curiofity, and a defire to examine fo remarkable a 
piece of antiquity. Let fuch confider, that to them, 
even to them it fpeaketh, it ferioufly addrefleth it- 
felf: and oh that they may be wife and hear !—= 

But I was going, by my fupplications to the throne 
of grace, to anticipate the venerable hermit’s petition, 
which is found on the back of the feroll, with an 
account of his finding it. 
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The ANC HORITE’S Annotation, onthe 


Back of the Scroll or Manuicript. 


— of man, whoever thou art, into whofe hands 
this little, though ineftimable gem fhall fall— 
know, that after having been three days on the de- 
folate ifland of Patmos, I was wandering under a row 
of rocks, and by accident directed into a cave, cutat the 
bottom of one of them, which feems to have been here- 
vauirtohi the habitation of human creatures. I looked di- 
ligently around it, and fate me down, on a feat hewn 
Fedaa thel iving ftone, fullof gloomy ideas, and forrow- 
fully reflecting on the viciffitude of all human af- 
fairs! Cafting my eyes upward, I perceived on the 
fide of the rock a kind of thelf, cnt Sikewife from 
the ftone ; and raifing myfelf to look thereon, behold! 
there lay, with a written fcroll of the divine and e- 
ver facred {criptures, this Manu/cript, whéreon now 
{ write! Looking on each, | fell down, and adored and 
magnified the God of all wifdom, in whofe hands 
we are, and by whofe providence we are held and 
fupported all the days of our life! hoping, he will 
by fome means (however improbable it may at pre- 
fent feem) deliver this work from the night of ob- 
{curity, and make it fubiervient to the good of his 
creatures. Thus I commend it to his favour, whofe 
mercy is over all, and whofe hands, T cruft, will 
fpeedily receive t my immortal foul! 
<< Being of beings, Gop of all mercy, Foun in of 
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glory, of wifdom and love! thankfgiving, and honour, 
and power, and praife, be unto thee, eternal and in- 
comprehenfible! from the voice of every nation un- 
der thy heavens, for ever and ever, Amen! I blefs 
thee evermore for thy wonderful loving-kindnefs to 
me the leaft of thy fervants! oh ftrengthen my faith 
in every trial, give me comfort and full affurance in 
thy promifes, that my eye and heart being fixed upon 
thee, may never lofe fight of that golden crown, the 
purchafe of thy fufferings for all the fons of men! 
For my heavieft afflictions and deadlieft perfecutions, 
loving heavenly Father, moft gratefully do I thank 
and praife thee! they have fhewn me myfelf, they 
have revealed my heart to Mg, they have nailed me 
to thy crofs. Bleffed Jesus! let them not be to my 
advantage cnly ! By means of them, I have obtained 
this precious gem, thefe words of health : ob grant 
them a deliverance from darknefs, fpread them a- 
broad, oh JEHovaH, and let thy bleffings ftill ac- 
company them! to thee, All-gracious, I commend 
this fcroll: thou, that canft do all things, if. it feem- 
eth good in thy fight, render it fubfervient to the e- 
ternal welfare of all thy chofen people ! Nothing is 
impoffible with thee: the meaneft inftruments are in 
thy hands all-powerful; thou that bringeft to nought 
the wifdom of the wife! oh bring down all the high 
looks of the proud: let thy light and thy truth dif- 
pel, throughout the whole world, the darknefs of ex- 
ror, and grant to all the nations of the earth a fall 
and compleat knowledge of thee, their only Gop, 
and their only Redeemer! Amen. 
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fi ON of ETERNITY! thow art 


of much greater worth than 
the groveling infect beneath thy feet: 
affert thy fuperior privilege; be wile, 
and wonder. 

2. Raife thine eyes aloft, and con- 
template yon heavens, the lofty dwel- 
lings of Jenovan: behold that gor- 
scous fun, walking in brightnefs thro’ 
the fkies: and confider thyfeif as a 
fpark of his light, a ray of unextin- 
suifhable glory, a child of immorta- 
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3. Let joy fwell thy bofom, let con- 
{cious and becoming’ pride fparkle in 
thine eye: triumph in thy lofty de- 
fcent: pant after the bleflings of thy 
Vather’s kingdom: figh for eternity ! 

4. Son mite ilar ous and death! fon 
of {in and corruption! be humbled: 
know and feel thy depravity; fo fhall 
fhame and confufion hide thy face, 
and lay thee proftrate in that dutt 
whence thou wert taken, and whither 
thou fhalt furely return. . 

s. If foaring on the» wings of. an 
eagle, with the bright eye of contem- 


plation, thou canft fteadily, behold the 
dazzling luftre of eee lofty defcent; 
>. Lower than the loweft deep muft 


tha 2 ink, when turning thine eyes in- 


ward, and beholding the long train of 
al which eclipfe that {ple endor, and 

bfcure the whole deity in thee. 

7, Rorn linet in ight, thou art 

in utter darknefs; created to reign-in 
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life, death triumphant holds abiolute 
dominion over thee. : 

8. Thy heart is evil: thy every in- 
tention prone to iniquity ; inclination 
clad in falfe {miles allures thee to fin: 
behold thy will confenteth, an id thou 
haft offended 

9. Tremble, oh earth! ye heavens, 
be clothed with thick darknefs! and 
oh, ye ftars, withdraw your fhining! 
a fon of your Gop, an heir of im- 
mortality, a foul task dichacel from the 
eternal Divinity, hath fallen, hath 
fold and forfeited his birth-right; and 
who fhall recover him! 

10. Oh that my life could ranfom 
thine, that the death of man could 
preferve thee from ie: ge 


11. But what can man! ee whole 


is not fufficient for himfe ; how fhall 
he add to the a aan of an- 
other? 


12. All I have is thine: all 1. have 


is from thy rich abundance, great, 
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glorious and unexhaufted Fountain of 
power, and wifdom, and mercy, and 
goodnefs! 

13. When unerring obedience fhines 
before my footfteps ; preseh the fervant 
hath performed his lord’s every com- 
mand, what reward awaits him? this 
was his duty. 

If failing in one tittle, can fu- 
ture diligence and full compliance at 
all propitiate the paft offence, at all 
reconcile or juftify the offender? 

Full compliance and unwearied 
diligence, unerring obedience, before 


4 


was but duty: after tranfgreffion re- 
mazneth it not the fame? 

16. Be wife, now, oh. ye children 
of reafon, ye fons of unperfection, li- 
{ten and be wife. 

17. For one trefpafs,—behold and 
tremble !—manmaketh notatonement: 
neft men committeth but 
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18, Perfection fhone in our firft fire, 
before he liftened, eat, and was undone: 
full as the beaming glory in yon bright 
eye of the heavens, pure as the virgin 
fplendor in the queen of night; the 
whole image of the HIGH AND HOLY 
One was refplendent in him. 

19. Through envy of the devil came 
death: the woman was deceived; the 
man partook her crime. 

20. He fell, he died to his immor- 
tal living—the light of JEHovAH va- 
nifhed from his breatt. 

21. He fell, and became the flave of 
death, the heir of corruption: fin and 
forrow at once entered into the world. 

22. We are the fons of fallen Adam: 
how then muft we not be fallen? how 
then muft we not be flaves, frail and 


corruptible? 

23. Thy bofom, my friend, my bro- 
ther, proclaims it: the truth is deeply 
engraven on thy perfidious and trea- 
cherous heart. 
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tv. B E humbled, ye high hills; bow 

your lofty tops, ye towering ce- 
dars; hide your heads, ye dwellings 
of the proud; peace, ye winds be ftll, 
ye waves ; filence, ye roaring tempetts, 
and rocking -whirlwinds! 

. Doth not awful filence well be- 
come you, while we {peak of the won- 
derful agony ot our Gop? 

. Silent and abaihed ye were when 
he ite som now attend, while a finner 
hears the glad tidings, while the voice 
of great joy breaks into the heart and 
ject Ge of mourning. 

4. Behold that crofs! lift up thine 
eyes 


d 


and adore. 


—fon : man, behold 
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5. Was ever goodnefs like the good- 
nefs of thy Gop?—was ever mercy 
was ever forrow like 
his forrow’—liften and be filent; a- 
bominate thyfelf, and cleave to thy 


like his mercy? 


\edeemer. 

6. Lo, yonder he is ftretched !—lo, 
yonder he bleec's !—lo, yonder he hangs 
on the accurfed tree!—theSonof Gop! 
—the meek, the mild, the blefled Jr- 
sus!—a horrid fpectacle!—between 
earth and heaven! 

7. Even the holy angels hide their 
heads and weep! 

8. What then fhall man? for whom 
theSon of the Almighty is thus raifed 
aloft on the tree of infamy! thus 
{tretched out! thus bleeding! thus ex- 
piring in tortures inconceivable, and 
far above the reach of human thought! 

g. His ftony heart fhould melt— 
his melting heart fhould weep great 
drops of blood. 
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10, Behold no diadem of gold adorns 
his Savrour’s head: no coftly jewels 
{parkle round his brows: his crown 
his . 


is only a fharp crown of thorns 
jewels, crimfon rubies of his own moft 
precious blood! | 

11. Oh canft thou then contemplate, 
and be cold? canft thou furvey fuch 
fafferings, and not pity? art thou a 
man? art thou not a finner? canft 
thou refle@; oh, canft thou remem- 
ber, all, all, is for thee—and full be 
ungrateful! 


12. See! through the crathing finews 
of thy benevolent Redeemers ten- 
der hands the hardy executioner hath 
driven the piercing, fharp-pointed nails! 

13. The blood f{prings forth at each 
barbarous blow-—and the triumphant 
Sufferer amid fuch agony complaineth 
not! Child of affliction! wilt thou then 
ever dare to complain? 

14. Bleffing and health fell from 
thofe hands—thcy dropped comfort as 
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the honey-comb—why, oh man, art 
thou an enemy to thyfelf? 

is. Why -haft ch thus prevented 
the hours of thy own felicity? why 
are thofe hands. transfixed and con- 
fined? why nailed to yon ignominious 
tree, the feet which unwearied went 
about doing good? 

16. See how the fovereign Healer of 
mankind—fee how the love of Gop 
and. man hangs on thofe four great 
wounds !—his whole body’s weight 


Lp eile by the acute agony 
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of thofe afflicting lacerations ! 
How can.I, finful duft. and 

aihes, how can I, oh my Lorn, dare 

to contemplate thy wounds and ‘for- 


ee ag ee 
rows, without the loweit proftration 


of foul and body!—how can I behold 
thee thus fuffering, and my heart nat 
burft at the fight, and rivers of tears 
not guih from my eyes! 

Oh. I will love thee, I will a- 
dore thee above all things! 
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| Ebi voice—Here was t! 
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love fhall be the conftant meditat cn 


| of my foul. 


19. Hear, my foul! for it 1s the laft 
voice of thy expir ing Redeemer—hark! 


|—+for all nature is filent!—and make 


a folemn paufe—Eloi, Eloi—lama fa- 


| bacthan1! 


20. Eloi; Elo1, lama fabacthani— 


} what words can utter that diftrefs— 
'er who can exprefs thy agonies? 


. My Gop—oh aaith thou for- 


5 th ot thy Father—why, ah why: 
| —unfearchable depth of anguith! 


22. “Is it nothing to you, all ye that 
behold and fee, if ever for- 


row was like unto my {orrow—w here- 
with the Lorn hath afflicted mé in 


the ore) of his fierce anger!” 


Thus long fince-{poke the pro- 


1e 
pletion: here fin and death . 
umphant, and here were sl forth 
the laft ee of mine, and every 


condemned finner’s fou!! 
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24. My Gon, if as fimfhbed: it is fi- 
nifhed!—oh my Saviour, why that 
lait and piercing groan? 

25. I fee thy head falling upon thy 
facred bofom—I fee and tremble to 
behold the wondrous myftic ftream 
flowing from thy precious fide! 

26. Lhear thy expiring groan—uni- 
verfal nature heareth itand ftandeth a- 
ghaft—the affrighted fun veils in thick 
darknefs his vxtidipusdied {plendor— 
the earth fhaketh exceedingly—the 
mountains tremble with fear and a- | 
the rocks are rent—the 7 


ftonifhment 
graves are opened, the dead arife, and 
the day is turned unto night, for the 
Light of the world ceafeth. 

27. Sinner! it was thy Gop who 
hs falfered ; in thy nature, that.thou 
mighteft partake of his, and not die 
the death eternal. 

28. Sinner! his name is JESUS. 

29. For thee he took that name, 
that he might fave thee from thy fins, 
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that he might redeem thee from the 
wrath of the Father, and become thy 
propitiation and ranfom. 

30. Adore and wonder; be humble 
and fear: fo fhall thy bofom feel the 
divine ray—and thy. heart burn with 
new comforts. 

31. Sinner! his name from all eter- 
nity is JEHOVAH: for thee he fub- 
mitted to be called Savrour. 

32. Oh rejoice that Jenovan is thy 
Strength and fupport: fing with the 
voice of fweeteft melody —* JEHovAH 
ismy JEsus and REDEEMER.” | 

33. Meditate hereon, and be meek: 
Jook on that crofs, and learn—if thou 
canft fathom its depth—whence fuch 
love to thee. 

34. Let the name JESUS obtain a 
place and dwell in thy heart: thy fears 
will then vanith as the early dew before 
the fun; thou fhalt find peace. 

D 


I. () H_bleffed words of comfort!— 

oh glad tidings of great and 
unbounded joy!—But how fhall I fe- 
cure thefe precious promifes? how thall 
{ fecure this Almighty Redeemer to 
my foul? 

2. Faith, Chriftian, is the hand, by 
which thou muft apprehend and hold 
faft thefe gitts and graces—for oifts 
they are—yea, free and wholly un- 
merited. 

3. Look to the divine word of thy 
Matfter—read, and thy heart fhall re- 
ceive confolation: read, and ar to 
thy Mafter and thy Gop, 

4. He that beheveth on me and is 
baptifed, /hall be faved—were thy 
words, oh Gop of truth, when tri- 
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| umphant over death and the grave— 
when leading captivity captive, and 
gloriouily aicending to the nght-hand 
of the Father. 

5. He that beheveth on thee, fhall be 
faved! \ believe, oh! LorD, help thou 
mine unbelief—thou, from whom a- 
lone this faith proceeds, oh encreafe 
it in my_ heart 


oh itrengthen my 
truft and confidence in thee! 

6. Faith alone can give fubftance, 
faith alone can give reality to the glo- 
rious bleflings which from thee we 
hope to receive. 

7. Faith alone affords an evidence— 
faith alone can bear undoubted tefti- 
mony and witnefs to my foul of thofe 
things which J fee not, and yet be- 
lieve. 

S. Lorp, I believe 


oh that my 
heart was melted, oh that my foul 
was wholly turned into abfolute de- 
pendence upon thee! 
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9. Lorp, I believe—I believe that 
thou art the Curist, the promifed 
and expected Mess1an, the anointed 
of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

10. [ believe that thou art the Son 
of Gop, Gop as well as Man, and 
the only Mediator between Gop and 
Man: I believe thy eternal Divinity; 
Y acknowledge and confefs thy real 
humanity. 

11. I believe, that, with the Father 
and the Hoty GuosrT, thou reigneft 
in power and glory for ever and ever 
—three Perfons in all'refpects equal, 
and yet but one Gop ! 

12. I believe that thou art the mer- 
ciful High-prieft to offer and intercede, 
the facrifice to bleed and atone, and 


Tv 


the altar to fandétify and hallow the 
12. I believe there is no falvation 
in any other name or power: I defire 


to be faved by nought but thy all-pre- 
vailing and all-fufficient merits. 


{ 
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14. I believe, Lord—(encreafe my 
faith, encreafe my love—ftretch out 
thine hand to me, while walking over 
this ftormy fea)—I believe, thy life, 
death and refurrection—I believe, fo 
muft we die to fin, as to rife to righ- 
teoufnefs, if we would rife to life and 
glory. 

15. Lown, I feel, I know, that by 
grace only we are faved, thy free grace, 
thy moft unmerited favour. 

16. I confefs myfelf light upon the 
balance; I am affured nothing but 
thy weight of merit can give me a 
weight of glory. 

17. I believe, and have been bapti- 
zed. Oh! fprinkle my heart with thy 
blood: apply it with the hyflop of thy 
Spirit : purge me, and I {hall be clean: 
grant me to be indeed regenerate and 
born again, to be made thy child— 
oh grant me, Father, to be born of 


thee! 
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18. By grace only dol with; by 
grace only do I hope for falvation. 

19. Nothing, nothing do I fee in 
myfelf that can in ne leaft deferve 
thy love; 

20 But all things do I fee, that can 
caufe thy hate and raife thy indigna- 
tion again{ft me. 

Wherefore, oh LorD! with thy 
Rear fervant Job, [feek not to ju- 
in thy fight, but abhor 

myielf i. dufta nd athes. 

22. Andthus humbled and abafed 
I wait for thy favour; thus defpifing 
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mytelf I cleave unto thee, who, while 
we were yet finners, didft thed thy 
b ood for us, and thus open the gate 


ui verlafting’ life. 
(we 
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ite AITH, Chriftian, is the rock, 
whereon thou muft build: 
found there thy hope, and it thall 
rife to eternity. 
2, Faith is the root from whence 
the fruit of good works muft arife. 
2. Believe rightly, confefs truely, 
acknowledge fincerely the Lorp thy 


Saviour: and what thinkeft thou wilt 
follow? 


4. A perfect and ready obedience 
to all his commands, a ftudious and 
ever-anxious defire to tread in his 
fteps, to wath away all thy filth in 
the blood of the Redemption, and to 
become pure as the pure and 1mma- 
Ts we eho medeemiena 
culate Lams who redeemed thee: 
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5. Juftified though thou mayeft and 
muft be without any works, yet thy 
juftification can never be availing un- 
lefs fanctification enfue, and blefs thee 
with the affurance of thy adoption and 
fonfhip. 

6. Can the wind blow, and the tops 
of the towering pines be unmoved? 

7. Can the fun fend forth his bright 
beams of glory, and no heat proceed 
therefrom? 

8. Can thy heart feel ardent love, 
and not know defire? 

. 9. How much rather cannot faith 
exift without works, or a man be ju- 
{tified who is not made holy? 

10. Certain as the pine-trees move 
when the wind bloweth; certain as 
heat and warmth proceed from the 
fun when it fhineth; certain as the 
heart burning with love, panteth alfo 
with thirfty defire; 

II. So certain, from the true belief, 
and from a firm and right reliance on 


A 
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thy Saviour, oh man! will {pring 
forth an earnef{t endeavour to become 
like him in all thing: : yea, thy delight 
will be in his Ash aL 

12, ee wilt gales to call “him 
Father {hew thy- 
felf an ob ae fon: ever diffatisfied 
with the beft of thy doings; ever pref- 
fine forwards, and anxious fall to ferve 
_and love him more. 


13. Daily wilt thou pant ‘after the 
water-{prings of life: hourly wilt thou 
wilh to be transformed into the per- 
fect image of thy Gop. Rejoice and - 
| be:g glad—thy defire fhall not be difap- 
pointed, thou fhalt be fo transformed 
—be meek and hear, be wife and 
_ attend. 


FIRST ILLUMINATIONS 
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THE FIRST ILLUMINATIONS, OF 


DIVINE GRACE. 


ro W HAT was that I heard 
thee fay? fpeak again and 
declare it: fear not, little child; fear 
not, thou who art juft bern to a new 
and better life. 
2. Methinks I hear thee fay,— 
“‘ Already I feel new joy in the name 
JES US—already I perceive that I 
have fome intereft in that name: 

3. Already fomething unexperienced 
before, fhews me the wretchednefs of 
my fallen finful ftate, and my tho-’ 
rough want of fuch a Redeemer: 

4. Already I feel that without him 
nothing can avail me—Oh! why is this 
heart fo ftony? why am I fo flack to 
believe? why is not my foul wholly 
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athirft? why do I not pant? why do! 
not more earneftly long for thee, my 
Lorp and my Gop? 

s. Come, Lord JEsus, come and 
deliver me—come, ever bleffed Son of 
the Father—come, and be thou my 
ranfom and glory: when {fhall thy 
mercies refreth my foul? oh, when fhall 
my fins be wafhed away in thy blood? 
—when ihall I touch thy garment’s 
hem, and feel my bloody iffue ftaunch- 
ed?” | 

6, Were not thofe, awakened fin- 

ner,. were not thofe the earne{t breath- 
ings of thy foul? 
- 7. And wouldeft thou know what 
it is to be born again, what it is to be 
renewed and enlightened by the Spirit 
of the Moft High? 

8. Oh dwell not on vain words! 
confult once more with thine own 
heart, enter into the fecret clofet of it 
—-commune well with it; be fincere, 
and thou fhalt know, that thefe thy 
2 
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new apprehenfions of things are» the 
firit illuminations of divine grace. 

g. Already the Comforter beginneth 
to make himfelf known unto thee: he 
beginneth to convince, he beginneth 
to difpel thy former darknefs, and to 
bring thee to the knowledge of that 
marvelous light, which is the life of 
every creature. 

10. Go on, and ftill feek his aid; 
requeit, importunately regueft his fanc- 
tifying power, that, thus illuminated, 
thou mayeft go on from perfection 
to perfection, and from ftrength to 
ftrength; until the love ef God is fhed 
abroad in thy heart, and until thou 
hait attained that peace, which paf- 
{eth all underftanding. 

11. Stand firm therefore in this thy 
calling: lay faft hold of thy love, and 
let him not go: truft not to thefe firft 
dawning of grace: but ride on, finifl 
the conqueft, fubdue by the might 
and grace of thy all-prevailing Con- 
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queror, the world, the flefh, and the 
devil: fo fhalt thou perform an accep- 
table fervice unto him; fo fhall thy 
good refolutions daily break forth into 
action. 

12. But truft not to thyfelf: lean 
not on the broken reed of thine own 
ftrength: rely on thy Gop, and dili- 
gently feck him wherever he may be 
found—fo fhall the means prove ef- 
fe@tual; fo fhall the defire of thy love- 
fick foul fpeedily be accomplithed, and 
fully gratified. 
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FHE MEANS OF GRACE, 
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I. S the young eagle feebly flut- 

tering with her weak pinions, 
would fain mount on the winds, and 
6&ze upon the bright beams of the 
fun ; 

2. 50 thou, fon of man, but weak 
and poorly feathered for fuch a flioht, 
anxioufly defireft to reach that heaven 
whence thou art fallen, wouldeft {oar 
a loity height in holinefs,—while yet 
thy efforts are feeble, chained as thou 


ey Et 


art, riveted and confined to the world 
and its many impediments. 

3. Oh. how fhalt thou win to thee 
that heavenly Paraclet, whofe power 


can exait thee to heaven, whofe in- 


P) 


fluence foon deliver thee from all the 
drofs of thy earthly corruption! - 

4, Go on in the way thou hatt be- 
gun; labour to attain the divine gift; 
pray, fearch the word, and commu- 
nicate. 

5. What is prayer, but the earneft 
and fincere defire of the foul turned 
to God? 

6. Thou knoweft well thy p salva 
wants—and well canft thou afk and 
{peak for them: thou muft know thy 
{piritual neceflities, before thy defire 
can be turned to them, before that 
defire can open itfelf in prayer. | 

7. Seeft thou thy need? feeft thou 
thy wants? haft thou a true and 
hearty defire to attain health from 
God—and knoweft thou indeed that 
he is well able to fuccour and affift? 

8. Lift up thy heart: behold the 

| gates of heaven are open to thee; the 
gars of the Almighty are ever attentiv 
to the voice of thy fupplication. 


Pa Ra AY Wa 3p 


9. Early in the morning, at noon- 
day, at even, and at midnight, pour 
forth thy foul to thy Love: pray with- 
out cealing: let thy heart’s. defire ever 
be turned to Gop; for where thy trea- 
{ure is, there will thy heart be; and 
thou canft not fail to requeft it of him, 
who is all-powerful to give or to re- 
fufe. 

10. Remember well what a mayjefty 
thou art about to addrefs; and fee, the 
humiliation of thy foul and body be 
es and becoming. 

Tad beft Lignin is deep 
ele oe rent, and filial dependence 
on the love of our Redeemer. 

12, And wherefore fhould we doubt? 
wherefore fhould we waver? See atthe 
right-hand of the Father our ereat In- 
terceflor pleading his blood and merits 
for us! 
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: '—oh, finner—he inter- 
cedeth even for thee: he knoweth all 
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1¢ knoweth all our weak 
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nefles: he prayeth for us—oh let us 
mingle our petitions with his! 

14. Can we fear, when fuch an 
all-prevailing Friend taketh the caufe 
which we have in hand? 

15s. No—we willapproach with the 
full affurance of faith, and mingle our 
prayers with the incenfe arifing from 
his golden cenfer. 

16. He knoweth, he pitieth, and 
pleadeth for all our infirmities: yea, he 
giveth us ability to offer up one word 
for ourfelves. | 

17. More grateful than the fweet 
perfumes arifing from the incenfe, let 
thy prayers, oh! my brother, forth- 
with afcend to the throne of thy Fa- 
ther. 

18. Afk, with humble, yet firm re- 
liance on his love: afk, nothing waver- 
ing: afk, and thou fhalt have. 

19. Afk and ceafe not: humble pe- 
nitent! knock earneftly, and the door 
of grace fhall be opened unto thee. 
F 


ey, 


Sereariemnsiathneeiimmeemmemiminineimmensammanee icrecemmnmme seeanaien cau a OE ae sede 


| 
| 


44 e Ho A Wi TR Oe 


20, Oh! be not flack—be not cool 
and indifferent—encreafe thy fervour: 
grow warm, grow follicitous, grow 
importunate. 

21. Beg, entreat, implore; weep and 
fich; be not refufed, be not comfort- 
ed, let not thy Beloved depart, till he 
turnin, and make his abode with thee. 

22. Dwell on his own eternal word; 
dwell on his great and never-failing 
promifes; dwell on his mighty and 
unf{peakeable acts of loving-kindnefs. 

23. He himfelf hath fpoken, he 
himfelf hath promifed, he himfelf 
hath done it—~his word cannot be re- 
verfed, his truth cannot fail—his pro- 
mifes ftand {ure and immutable; yea, 
to thy comfort, fealed and confirmed’ 


by the word of an oath. 
24. “ Aflk and’ ye fhall have: afk 


the Father in my name; and he will 
give it you: I pray the Father for you.” 

25. Blefled words of joy and con- 
folation! Elevated by them to the 
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firmeft and fulleft confidence on his 
infinite love—let us, oh, my brother! 
let us join on bended knees and hearts, 
deeply confcious of our own unwor- 
thinefs—let us with one foul and voice 
join the interceiflion of our Mafter, 
the united voice of all his faints and 
fervants, and fay— 

26, “ Hallelujah—falvation, and 
glory, and henour, and power be unto 
the Lorp our Gop: bleffling, and ho- 
nour, and glory be unto him that fitteth 
on the throne, and unto the Lams for 
ever and ever! thou art worthy to take 
the book and to open the feals thereof; 
for thou wait flain, and haft redeemed 
us to Gop by thy blood, out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation: and haft made° us unto our 
Gop kings and priciis, and we {hall 
reign on the earth—-Amen, come 


quickly—even fo, come LorD JEsvs. 
Hallelujah !” 
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II. READING THE SCRIPTURES, 


if HUS feeking thou fhalt furely 
find. 

2. But beholdeft thou this facred 
volume?’ fon of man, feeft thou this 
divine book? 

3. This is the word of everlafting 
life; this is the {pring of all thy joy; 
this is the fountain from whence all 
thy comforts flow; this is the bread 
of life; this is the fortrefs of thy faith, 
the fword of the Spirit, thy buckler 
and defence. 

4. Oh meditate well herein: fearch, 
read, hear, mark, learn; fo fhalt thou 
find it heavenly manna to thy foul. 

5. This is the word of Gop—cantft 
thou enough reverence, can{t'thou e- 
nough efteem and delight in it? 
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6. Every line droppeth peace, as 


the honey- comb: every page abound- 


eth with gladnefs and good-tidings, 
as the ocean is filled with waters. 

>. Read, but with a fingle eye, 
read and thou fhalt underftand; be 
not wife in thine own conceit,—read 
with.an earneft defire to gain profit 
and knowledge herein; fo read, and 
thou fhalt underftand. 

8. Read with firm faith, as know- 
ing it the infallible word of the ETER- 
NAL; with deep humility, as knowing 
thy own worthlefinefs and inability to 
teach thyfelf; with anxious longing for 
the fpiritual teaching, that heaven 
unétion from the HOLY ONE, which 
alone teacheth us all things. 

g. Oh look not on this ‘book with 
a common or curious eye, but deliver 
up thyfelf to be taught of Gop here- 
in: apply it wholly to thyfelf: bring 
it home to thine own heart, evermore 
LoRD, is it F? 
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10. So fhall the day dawn, and the 
ay-{tar arife in thine heart: fo fhall 
e hght difpel thy darknefs; and 
10u, {piritually inftrud@ted, be en- 
abled to difcern the fpiritual things of 
Gop. 
1t. As the diamond alone can cut 
ats fellow, fo can the Spirit that dic- 
tated alone unfold the fecrets of his 
word, 

12. In every page and portion, be- 
hold thy Redeemer: he giveth light 
to every part, as the fun enlighteneth 
the whole world, that other divine 
book, written alfo by the hand of Jz- 
HOVAH. 

13. Read with the Spirit—look for 
thy Redeemer, in every Patriarch, ac- 
tion, rite and ceremony—feek him, 
and in all things thou fhalt furely find 


oe >> 


him, who is all things, and who fill- 

eth and reigneth in all! 

4. On Jenovan!—how fhall J 
iently blefs thee for this wonder- 
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ful difplay of thy lave, this clear know- 
ledge of it, revealed to all thy faithful 
fervants from the beginning of days. 

1g. Oh that I might never depart 
fromthe light of thy countenance; but 
meditating evermore on this thy will, 
grow in grace, and underftand the way 
of thy commandments. 

16. | wandered, I went aftray; dark- 
nefs and fin: furrounded me, thick 
night overwhelmed my foul. 

17. “Till thy blefied teachers decla- 
red to me thy truth—Oh! haw beau- 
tiful are their feet who bring the glad 
tidings—-who preach the gofpel of 
peace ! 

18. How I erred from the wa ly, my 
Gop, blind and ants He till the 
voice of thy fervants awakened my 
foul, ‘nll the word of thy power thro’ 
them entered into my heart !—I heard 
and wondered, I heard and panted af- 
ter that peaceful, but unknown way’! 
19. When! ies oh mySavrovur! 
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rejoiced I not with exceeding greatjoy? 
held not awful Silence her finger on 
my lips, while the gracious meflage 
gladened my foul? fate not Attention 
on my eye-lids, while I beheld thy 
holy meffengers calling aloud to the 
finners of Hrael, difpenfing the word 
of health and comfort to thy people? 

20. I heard, and with thirfty defire 
haftened to the written word of thy 
commandments! I fearched if thefe 
things were fo—how then was my 
night {peedily turned into day? 

21. Was ever joy like unto my joy! 
Say, my foul, waft not thou happy in 
the fruition of thy Beloved! 

22. Oh! let me, let me never pafs 
one day without fome portion of thy 
word to fupport and feed my foul: 
grant me to live by that bread of life! 

23. Give me the knowledge of thy 
truth: give me faith, humility and 
Jove: {trike dead all fond imaginations ; 
blight and wither, mildew and utter- 
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ly deftroy in me all vain conceit, and 
felf-willed delufion. 

24. Oh continue, my Gop, thy 
loving-kindnefs to me, that I may 
never fail to hear, to read, and dili- 
gently confider thy book of life. 

25.. The words of thy truth are.a 
light to my feet; a fountain of living 
waters to allay the heat of my defires, 
to cleanfe the filthinefs of my heart 
and life, to cool the immoderate thirft 
of my foul after worldly vanities, and 
to make me fruitful in all good works, 
like a tree planted and nourifhed by 
the living brooks. 

26. Oh when fhall I be tranfplanted 
from this unkind climate!—oh when 
fhall I be removed to that heavenly 
Jerufalem, where faft by the river of 
Joy I may flourifh in never-fading 
verdure through all eternity. 

27. Oh {peed the hour—great Alpha 
and Omega—thou Word, Rock, Tree, 
and Fountain of life and glory. 
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Ills. THE LORD’ S$ SUPPER: 


i. ‘ANI forget, my dying Friend 
and Mafter—can I forget thy 

laft and dear command? oh rather let 

my right-hand forget her cunning! 

2. “Do-this in-remembrance of me!” 

3. Unworthy as I am, wilt thou 
then accept me, and fhall I be parta- 
ker of fo mighty an honour, fo incon- 
ceivable a blefling? 

4. Be not difquieted, be not caft 
down, oh my foul, for thy Gop hath 
redeemed thee: and. how fhall he not 
with his precious blood freely give thee 
all things? 

5. But how {hall I dare to approach 
thy bleffed table, how dare to touch 
the facred fymbols of thy body and 
blood ? 
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6. I know thou requireft truth in 
the inward parts :—but how can finful 
duft and afhes be clean? how can he 
be pure that is born of a woman? 

7. Cleanfe me therefore from my 
fins, wafh me in thy blood, renew me 
oh Lorp with thy grace—fo fhall I 
be undefiled, fo fhall 1 be free from 
the great offence. 


8. True, | have been admitted into 
thy church, and fealed with the pledge 
of thy mercy in baptifm. 

9. But wo is me—I have fearfully 
omitted to renew my covenant with 
thee—how then can I expect that thou 
fhouldeft be my Gop—or remember 
aught ef thy promifes unto me? 

1o. I do earneftly repent, and am 
heartily forry for this and my num- 
berlefs other mifdoings. 

if. Here, oh Lorp, here I renew 
my vows, here I dedicate myfelf un- 
to thee. 
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12. T utterly renounce all the world, 
its pride and fin—I believe thy words 
of grace and truth—enable me, oh 
Spirit of holinefs! to continue diligent 
in the difcharge of my duty! 

13. My. repentance is founded on 
hatred to fin—I deteft and abhor it; 
I refolve, by thy grace, to forfake it 
utterly, and never, never crucify thee 
afrefh by the perpetration of that from 
which thou diedft to redeem me and 
all mankind. 

14. Thus repenting, thus. firmly 
refolving to lead a new and holy life— 
fee and with mercy look down on the 
humbled finner that would approach 
thy hallowed table! 

15. With fincere faith, and firm re- 
liance on thy all-fufficient facrifice, 
which atoneth for all our fins, and 
which obtaineth the full remiffion of 
them, I draw nigh to plead this one 
atonement of thyfelf for me in the 
fight of thy loving Father! 
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16. And it prevaileth—my fins are 
covered, and my Gop will behold 
them no more: oh, my Father, how 
my foul delighteth in thy love!—oh 
the depth of the riches of the good- 
nefs and mercy of my Gop! 

17. I love thee—(oh elevate my 
heart {till more and more—) I love 
thee, moft adorable Jesus above all 
things—for thou haft redeemed me, 
even by thine own life; finner as Tam, 
thou haft fhed thy blood for me! mi- 

erable flave to Satan, who could have 
delivered me from his {nare, and the 
juft vengeance of the Almighty! 

18. Behold, the Son of Gop hath 
done it! the wondrous Gop-man hath 
compleated the work! Gop is fatis- 
fied, and man is pardoned,—tfhout O 
ye heavens, and rejoice O earth, for 
the falvation of man is accomplithed! 
he hath but to afk and to receive. 

19. Can IJ extol thy love enough?— 
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how {hall my foul declare the  dincerity 

of her love? to my brethren, oh Fa- 
ther, for thy fake fhall my bowels 
yearn with tendereft“affection! 

20. Forthy fake will I love, for thy 
fake willl hold dear as myfelf .the 
whole family and race of men, mem- 
bers of thy body, and fons of thy 
merey and love! 

21, Thus let me plead thy fatisfac- 
n of thy dear felf, miy Re- 

let me plead, and do 
thou fend down, the blefling on thy 


proftrate fervant. 

22. As thus repentant, believing, 
loving, pleading, | eat the bread, em- 
blem.or thy body broken, as I drink 
the wine, emblem of thy precious 
blood. {pilt,—-oh ftrengthen me with 
{pir tual 4 fupport, refreth my foul with 
heavenly comfort, as thefe thy ele- 
ments {trengthen and refréefh my frail 
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23. Oh become a principle of new 
life to me—feed, nourifh, live and 
dwell in me: fo fhail I dwell in thee— 
fo, O CurisT, fhall I be with. thee, 
when thus, my Beloved, thou art one 
with me! 

24. What have 1 done to: merit 
fuch grace at thy hands, ‘that I fhould 
fhare fuch boundlefs bleffings ? net un- 
to us, O Lord, not unto us, but to thy 
name be the praife: trufting only on 
thy manifold and great mercics do we 
prefume to come to thy table! 

2s. Yet accept our bounden. duty 
of praife and thank{giving: Glory be 
to thee. on high, peace and good-will 
to all thy creatures! 

26. Blefs, O Lorp, the Tl ra 
of mankind; extend, univerfally ex- 
tend thy goodnefs and compaflion. 

27. Guide them to thy truth; bring 
them all home, bleffed Lorn, to thy 
flock ; bring them all to thee, the way, 
the truth and the life. 
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28. Holy, holy, holy Lorp Gop 
of hofts, heaven and earth are full of 
thy glory! 

29. Save us, O Lorp!: we befeech 
thee, let not thine heritage be brought 
to confufion, but turn thy people from 
the error of their paths! 

30. Let not one, one of thy flock, 
wander out of the way, and be irre- 
coverably loft in the wildernefs: oh 
{pare them, {pare them, my Gop! li- 
iten to the prayers of thy humble 
fervant! 

31. Yet thou art all good and mer- 
ciful! I bow myfelf in utter humi- 
lation before thee: I confefs my un- 
worthinefs, I implore thy pardon for 
my weaknefs—thou knoweft all things 
——Lorp, inall thy will be done, Amen. 
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THE. FRUITS, AND-MARKS° ORY THE 
SPIRIT; OR, EVIDENCES THAT 
THE -MEANS OF GRACE HAVE 
PROVED SUGCESSFUL. 


Ly TILL thou replieft, O man! 

that thy heart is all at eafe: 
fain wouldeft thou know, whether 
thou art in the right way, whether the 
means have proved fuccefsful, and 
the Spirit applied his comforts to thy 
foul? 

2. Laudable is thy defire, and it 
{hall be gratified: who but would with 
and long to know that he is travelling 
in the f{treight path to the eternal man- 
fions of his Father’s houfe? 

3. But mark, that very defire is 
itfelf one fure token, that all is well, 
and that thou art in the way to blifs: 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
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4. Art not thou changed? are not 
thy hopes and fears, thy defires and 
purfuits, thy inclinations and temper, 
thy expectations and joys, thy good 
and evil, altered and reverfed? art ‘not 
thou in the whole difpofition of thy 
mind converted from thy former felf > 

5. But a little while, and thou ne- 
ver hadift one ferious earneft refle&tion 
on thefe great things which now take 


up thy whole heart: 


6. But a little while, and the plea- 
fures of the world and the flefh utterly 
poffefled thee, and in full felf-confi- 
dence thou failed{t along, thoughtlefs 
and unadvifed of any danger. 

7. Enough hadit thou in thyfelf, 
becaufe thy eyes were never turned 
inward to fee the abfolute nakednefS 
and poverty of thy nature. 

8. But now nothing upon this frail 
earth can fatisfy the longing defires 
of thy immortal foul. 
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g. The pleafures of the world and 
the delights of fenfe become matter 
of mortification to thee; thou canft 
not away with the loofe melody of 
the viol, and the mad riot of the fons 
of luxury and lafcivioufnefs: 

1o. Nor can thyfelf, and all thy 
once admired wifdom and fufficiency, 
all thy acquirements how high or how 
valued foever, give to thy thirfty heart 
that water of refrefhment and com- 
fort, which alone can allay the heat 
of the natural man. 

11. No longer doft thou fee and 
boaft ef thy integrity and uprightnefs, 
no longer doft thou feek to juftify 
thyfelf before God—proudly ftanding 
upon thy dignity, thy excellence and 
merits! fallen fon of fallen Adam! 

12. But far, far diftant are thy 
new apprehenfions: thou abhorreft 
thyfelf, and repenteft in duft and 
afhes; thou feeft and confidereft thy- 
felf as a worm; thy faving LorD, as 
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the Gop of all glory, the fountain of 
all merit and perfection! 

13. Lay thy hand to thy heart: 
humbled penitent, afk thy confcience, 
if it doth not thus bear witnefs to the 
truth?—Yet {top not here: feek, and 
thou fhalt find—go on, and {peedily 
{halt thou attain that peace, which 
{hall feal thy faith, and give thee a 
teflimony true and unfailing. 

14. Thou knoweft and art well 
convinced .of thy fallen, miuferable 
eftate; and fo believing, receiveft and 
doft confefs Jesus, the only Re- 
DEEMER and Saviour, the LAMB of 
Gop that taketh away the fins of the 
whole world. 

15. Other foundation can no man 
lay. Settle well in thy heart this im- 
portant truth: feek for the grace and 
Spirit of the Moft High: fo fhall his 
power overfhadow thee, and the Son 
of Gop be formed by faith in thy 
foul. 
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16. Thou replieft, that thou haft in- 
deed well examined thy heart: there, 
there firm faith and full filial confi- 
dence on this all-gracious and all- 
powerful Redeemer reigneth. Oh en- 
creafe it, Gop of love! take the whole 
empire: be thou alone my love, my 
king, and my father! 

17. And doft thou indeed prize 
him above all things? counteft thou 
the world and all its pomps, as drofs, 
and dung, and vanity, in comparifon 
of the excellency of the knowledge of 
this Mafter, this dear and crucified 
LorD!? 

18. Art not thou enflaved and en- 
eroffed by the love of the world and 
worldly things? confider and tremble, 
for it is the voice of truth—‘ He that 
loveth the world, the love of Gop a- 
bideth not in him.” 

19. Man cannot reconcile contra- 
rieties: what agreement hath light with 
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vinegar to thy foul. 

24. Need then wilt thou have in 
that day of trial, need wilt thou have 
of all thy Mafter’s love: oh then fettle 
it well in thine heart! love the Lorp 
with all thy ftrength: cleave to him 
and efteem him thy only prop and 
fupport. 

25. Having food and raiment, be 
therewith content: crowns and jpess 
ters, yea all the enticements of Satan, 
trample beneath thy aes conquer the 
world; and thou, O Chriftian, art t a. 
fon of the Moft Hich! 

26. More pleafure (I heard thee 
pronoun - doit thou fin i: in medi- 
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living’ waters. I praife the Lorp for 
thee! daily doft thou advance in grace, 
and in the knowledge of the giver of 
all good gifts: read, and apply, thro’ 
the Spirit; fo {halt thou afcend as the 
young eagle. 

28. Yet lackeft thou one thing: 
having that, reft affured, that thy fpi- 
rit is of Gop, that thou art indeed 
born again, and created anew in the 
image of Chrift. 

29. Yet lackeft thou one thing, and 
that the greateft of all: if poffeffed 
thereof, perfevere gladly, go on thy 
way rejoicing, for it leadeth to the 
new Jerufalem. 

30. Already thou haft prevented 
me—with what a voice of heavenly 
melody do,I hear thy enraptured foul 
fing forth—“ Tis /ove, divine and all- 
confummate Jove !” 

31. Love is the end and aim of all 
things: 'tis the fulfilling of the law, ‘tis . 
the completion of every commandment. 
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32. Oh how amiable is the foul 
filled with divine love! meek, long- 
fuffering, kind, gentle, humble, pa- 
tient; 

33. Unwearied in works of kind- 
nefs and benevolence, tender and pi- 
tiful, flow to condemn, and glad to 
approve, quick-fighted in the merits 
of others, blind to its own. 

34. Oh what peace and tranquillity 
fmooth the bofom where love, divine 
love, maketh its abode e, where Gop 
reigneth in the heart, pofleffing all the 
will, guiding every thought and af- 
feQion! 

35. But alas, how fhall we come 
up to fuch a ftandard of perfection! 
Faint not inthy mind; the grace of 
thy Gop is fufficient for thee: and al- 
ready I heard thee, with earneft fer- 
vor, and uplifted hands, declare to 
the Gop of thy hope, “ Lorn, thou 
knoweft that I love thee.” 
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36. Gop is love. Form then thy 
foul to that divine exemplar: abafe 
thyfelf, annihilate each worldly prin- 
ciple; fo fhalt thou find the love of 
Gop thed abroad in thy heart. 

37. Imitatethy dear Redeemer's pat- 
tern: live to Gop; and, as far-as thou 
art able, diffufe the bleflings given to 
thee: go about doing good: 

38. Continue diligent in all the 
ineans of grace, fervent im prayer, 
fegular in thy attendance on the fup- 
per of the Lorp, daily meditating on 
his infallible word; warmed by the 
fenfe of his love, and thy unworthi- 
nefs, perfevere in the performance of 
every good work: 

39. So fhall thy foul find reft in- 
deed; fo fhall that peace, which paf- 
feth all underftanding, -fill thy heart; 
fo fhalt thou be ftrengthened with 
might by his Spirit in the nner man ; 

40. So fhall CurisT dwell in thy 
heart by faith; that being rooted and 
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srounded in love, thou mayeft be 
able to comprehend with all faints, 
what is the length and breadth, and 
depth and heighth; 

41. And to know the love of CHRIST 
which. paffeth knowledge, that thou 
mayett be filled with all the fulnefs of 
Gop. 
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TEMPTATION AND- PERSECUTION, 


Gel Y Beloved 1s mine and I am 
I his—Behold, O ye daugh- 
ters of Jerufalem, he 1s fair, yea he 
is altogether lovely! 

Thus ravifhed is thy heart: hap- 
py art thou; yea, OSon of Gop! thou 
art greatly to be blefled! 

. But be not difcouraged nor fear: 
heft thy holy ardors will fometimes 
decay: Satan will ftr ongly affault thee 
be aware therefore, and ftand on thy 
ouard. 

4. Oh think not that thou art fafe and 
fecure, think not thou art landed on 
a fhore where no dangers await thee: 
thou of the whole divine 
panoply: armed therewith, ftand on 
the watch, and keep thyfelf diligently. 
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x. In the gloomy hour of tempta- 
tion, when thy foul is ovei -clouded, 
when thy Beloved hath for a while 
forfaken thee—then, oh then more 
earnettly feek after nie in that dark 
night asaer through thie {treets, and 
enquire of all thou ‘Poeacalt; whether 
they can direct thee to him whom thy 
foul loveth. 

6. Seek him, till thou ha t found 
oes be not content to ty down 

vithout him, left danger aflault thee 
in that darknefs; for except he keep 
thy houfe, all other watchmen wake 
Bue in vain. 

. Yet think not ies utterly ca 
off. f; burn with an holy aloufy, an 
be thereby more Nai to renee 
for him. Seek him amidft his fufter 
ing members; feek him in every or- 
dinance: fo fhall comfort revilit thy 
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8. Expect not, O Chriftian! that 
inward troubles only fhall try and 
perplex thee: be aflured, like gold 
thou muft be proved in the fire; be 
affured the devil and the: world will 
not ceafeto aflail and perfecute thee. 

9. But herein haft thou caufe of 
ereat joy—this is the fure mark of 
thy difciplefhip and calling—it is e- 
nough for the fervant,: that he be as 
his Matter. 

10. If thou wert of the world, the 
world would love its own: rejoice, 
thou art not of the world, therefore 
it hateth thee. 

11. Whence come thefe bitter per- 


fecutions? why are we called even 
unto blood*? 


12. O bleffed Mafter, how can thy 
followers fufliciently glory herein: “In 
the world ye fhall have tribulation: 


* This alludes to the times, probably, when this 
might be written. 
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if they have perfecuted me, they will 
alfo perfecute you.”. And are we then 
thus honoured? be glad, oh ye faints 
and fervants of the Moft High! 

13. Nor fhall thy affiftance, Lorp, 
fail us in that gloomy hour: thy holy 

martyrs already teftify this comfort- 
able truth; their tortures haft thou 
made eafy, yea, they have rejoiced a- 
midft {corpions, flames and death! 

14. Liveft thou, O Chriftan! in bet- 
ter days ?—art not thou called to fol- 
low thy Mafter inthe way of blood: 

1g, Yet reft aflured thou fhale fut- 
fer perfecution from evil hands and 
evil tongues—fuffer with CHRIST thou 
muft, whoever thou art, that wouldft 
be glorified with him ! 

16. And. hear. and, rejoice 
art. therefore. bleffed—* Binal § are 
they which are perfecuted for righte- 

oufnefs fake, for 5 ac is the kingdom 
of God: bleffed are ye,. wnen men 


fhall revile you, and perfecute you, 
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and fay all manner of evil againft you 
falfly for my name’s fake: rejoice and 
be exceeding glad, for great is your 
reward in heaven!” 

17. Thou wouldeft not then with to 
be a Chriftian, and live without per- 
fecution. 

But oh be well aware of thy- 
felf; fee that thou giveft no juft caufe 
for ats 

19. Since the perfecution and re- 
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viling only is blefled, which comes 
u ge thee becaufe thou haft the mind 
which was in CHRIsT, and becaufe 
thou art his, for his name’s fake. 

20. The evil fpoken of thee muft 
be falfe—and the enmity arifing only 
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ia hence, becaufe thou art not as other 
| : men, worldly, carnal, fenfual. 

21. Mark then, and be circumfpecat 
in thy goings: be above meafure care- 
ful in thy outward walking, for the 
enemy watcheth for an occafion of 
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wrong: yea, he ly reth in wait to en- 
trap si enfnare thee. 

22. But if, upholden by the grace 
of Gop, thou continueft upright when 
perfecution affails thee, when evil 
tongues and hands lay faft hold of 
thee, rejoice, be exceeding glad, leap 
for joy—for great is thy reward in 
heaven: thou, like thy Mafter, through 

fufferings, fhalt pafs unto glory. 
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CH Ava, XI. 


DEATH AND JY¥UDGMENT. 


t., DEATH! where is thy fting? 

Jesus! great, glorious, and 
triumphant Conqueror, we blefs and 
adore thee—thou haft given us the 
victory ! 

2. Oh when fhall I be diffolved and 
live with thee for ever! oh when {hall 
I be fet free and reftored to my Fa- 
ther’s houfe! 

3. Oh thrice happy and defired 
change! When? Lorp Jesus, when 
wilt thou come, and give my foul her 
full fruition of thy love? 

4. When fhall I be delivered from 
this heavy load of flefh? when refcued 
from this prifon of my body? when, 
LorD, efcaped from all the power and 
miferable enjoyments of this tranfitory 
world? 
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5. Oh when fhall I entruft to the 
faithful earth this mortal feed, to be 
raifed up a glorious and incorruptible 
body, like a beautiful plant in full ver- 
dure and glory, meet for the paradife of 
Gop? 

6. In thy good time, wife Father, in 
thy own proper hour, fovereign Dit- 
poter of all events! 

7. And yet, to fhake off this flefh, to 
render unto earth this warm and mo- 
ving frame—to ileep in death, to, perifh 
in loathfome corruption—ftrengthen 
us, Almighty Jrsus—hold us up in 
that gloomy hour! Who but the fuffer- 
ing Lams of Gop could have made 
the bitter potion fweet? 

8. Shout, O-ye fons.of Gop! fing 
together, oh ye morning-ftars for joy! 
the day of your redemption draweth 
nigh. 

g. Yet a little while, and he that 
fhall come, will come, and will not 


tarry ; 


Kop 
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tarry: every eye {hall fee him; behold 
he cometh in the clouds of glory! 

io. A trumpet heard through the 
whole earth, awakening and arouzing 
the dead, proclaimeth his awful ap- 


proach—who fhall be able to abide his 


prefence? 
ir. Clad in’ majefty. and: terror, 
feated on his living throne with ten 
thoufand, and ten-thoufand times ten 
thoufand of his faints, he cometh—he 
cometh to’ judge the earth LorD; 
Lorp, prepare us for thy coming! 

12. Behold! the whole heavens melt- 
ing away ‘with fervent heat!—fee the 
elements: in confufion! behold the ~ 
earth flaming!—See the dead arifing 
and afcending up unto his prefence! 
_—hear the dreadful trump! hark! the 
infufferable clangor!——view the in- 
numerable throng approaching the 
awful tribunal! 

3. Sinner, what is this to thee! 
think, oh think! for thou muft appear 
—finner, repent and be advifed. 
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14. But behold the Judge! he open- 
eth the book—he alone hath prevailed 
to open it. Lift! for a filence enfueth 
ftillas night, and every being trembles 
with expectation ! 

15. Oh! ye lovers of the Lor», can 
I defcribe your felicity >—_- W ords are too 
faint! heaven opens her doors, while 
the Judge, with a voice {weeter than 
ten thoufand fofteft “inftruments of 
mufic, declareth, ““ Come, ye blefie 
of my Father, receive the kin edom pre- 
pared for you from the beginning of 


the world!” 
16. But who fhall-defcribe the hor- 


rors of the wicked!—** Depart, ye cur- 
fed !’—Oh, my foul! let us drawa veil 
over that dreadful feene—and humbly, 
in prayer, plead for the fons of infide- 
lity, that even now, in this their day, 
they may fee and know the things con- 


cerning their peace. 
17. O LoxpD JEsu s—Fountain of 
love andmercy, fave them, oh fave them 
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from the horrors of that day! open 
their eyes that they may fee, open 
their ears that they may hear,—Lorp, 
be gracious unto thy people—turn 
them, and fo fhall they be turned.— 
Source of all mercy, Fountain of all 
love, give to all mankind the know-. 
ledge of thee, their only Gop and Sa- 
vioUk—oh let thy kingdom come, and 
reign thou abfolutely amongft us— 
fo hall thy will be done here upon 
earth, as it is done by thy fervants in 
heaven;—fo fhall we rejoice to meet 
thee in the clouds, and be with our 
dear and blefled Lorp for ever.—Hear 
us, O Father, we earneftly entreat thee, 
for this thy beloved Son’s fake; who 
with thee and the Eternal Spirit, ever 
liveth, three Perfons, but one Gop, 
blefied over all, from generation to 
generation, Amen. Come quickly, even 
fo, come Lorp jesus, Amen! 
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